Watershed planning and implementation in Saskatchewan by Harrison, T.





 North Battleford Cryptosporidium outbreak, 
2001, with 7,000 residents affected.
 Justice Robert Laing Commission of Inquiry  
 Long-Term Safe Drinking Water Strategy 2002
 Creation of Saskatchewan Watershed Authority 
in October 2002
Protecting source waters
 Identify threats to water supplies
 Water quantity and quality
 Reduce or eliminate threats
 Prevention versus removal of contaminants
 Consensus-based decision-making
 Stakeholders participation
Watershed and Aquifer Plans
 Includes
 Background information
 State of the Watershed Report










Moose Jaw River Watershed Stewards Inc.
Lower Souris River Watershed Committee
Assiniboine Watershed Stewardship Association
South Saskatchewan River Watershed Stewards Inc.
North Saskatchewan River Basin Council Inc.
Wascana Upper Qu’Appelle Watersheds Association 
Taking Responsibility Inc. 
Swift Current Creek Watershed Stewards Inc. 
Goal of Implementation
 Effective strategy of:
 Taking action
 Tracking progress 
 Evaluating
 Success measured by: 
 level of activity towards each key action




















 Various but vested interests
Technical Support
 Government, NGOs, Industry, Consultants










 Critical to success
 Stability and Flexibility
 Sources:
 Core from SWA
 Project Specific
Watershed Plan Implementation
 Lower Souris SWP (47% of Action Items directly involve Agri-Env 
Issues)
 Moose Jaw SWP (40% of Action Items directly involve Agri-Env Issues)
Agri-Environmental Group Planning
Farm Stewardship Program
 Promotion of BMPs developed to protecting water 
from contamination and depletion
Lower Souris EG&S Pilot Project
Three part case study of an agricultural landscape:
1) Target setting of landscape quantity and quality
2) Determine the cost to provide wildlife habitat
3) Conduct an analysis of policy options and tools to 










 North Sask River
 Carrot River
Zero Release: Avonlea Lagoon
Reverse Auction: Wetland Restoration
Fish Habitat Enhancement Activities
Drought Preparedness/ Water 
Conservation
 Integration with EFP workbook
 Develop Water Conservation 
BMPs
 Prairie Regional Adaptation 
Collabrative
Farm and Ranch 
Infrastructure Program
 Promotion of province wide program 





Saskatchewan Watershed Authority committed to 
completing the three current plans.
No new watershed plans  to be initiated (Wood 
River?).
Focus will be on review and updating current 
plans. 
Inclusion of comprehensive water management in 
the plans.
Thank You
 Questions?
 Comments?
